SIVAJI                                     93
organized his army and carried through his cam-
paigns very successfully. Prof. H. G. Rawlinson
has summed up his character and achievements
beautifully in the following paragraph: ** He is
described as short and slight, with long arms, an
aquiline nose and a pointed beard. He had
piercing eyes, and a frank, pleasing manner, He
was a born leader, ruthless in war and a stern
disciplinarian. No one on pain of death might
bring a woman into camp. He was sincerely
religious, and looked upon himself as inspired
with a mission to be the deliverer of the country;
he was devoted to his preceptor Ramdas, by
whose teaching he was guided. At one time, it
is said, he laid his kingdom at the feet of his Guru
and received it back as a gift of God, for which
reason the national standard of the Marathas was
the orange-coloured robe of the ascetic. The
nobility of Sivaji's character is exemplified by
his conduct in the field. He studiously refrained
from molesting the women and children of his
opponents, and respected religious shrines/*
Sivaji is great equally for his philosophy of
life, for his genius in administration, for his
success ia organizing the empire, and for his
contribution to Indian culture. In his personal
life he exemplified purity and regulated it by a
high sense of morality. Deeply religious in
nature, he showed that spirit of tolerance which
is the real mark of a religious man. He imposed